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Let each of you, venerable brothers, pledge himself to hold high among the Christian people the
name and the honor of Mary, indicating in her the model of faith and of the full response to any
call from God, the model of the full assimilation of the teaching of Christ and of His charity, so
that all the faithful, united in the name of the common Mother, may feel themselves ever more
firmly rooted in the faith and in union with Jesus Christ, and at the same time fervent in charity
toward the brothers, promoting love for the poor, dedication to justice and defense of peace. As
the great St. Ambrose exhorted: “sit in singulis Mariae anima ut magnificet Dominum; sit in
singulis spiritus Mariae et exultet in Deo” (“Let the soul of Mary be in individuals, that it may
magnify the Lord; let the spirit of Mary be in individuals, that it may rejoice in the Lord”) (St.
Ambrose, Exp. in Luc. II, 26, 15, 1642).

Above all, we desire that it should be made clear that Mary, the humble handmaid of the Lord,
exists only in relation to God and to Christ, our sole Mediator and Redeemer. And likewise, may
the true nature and the aims of the Marian veneration in the Church be illustrated, particularly
where there are many separated brothers, so that those who are not part of the Catholic
community may understand that devotion to Mary, far from being an end in itself, is instead a
means essentially ordained to orient souls to Christ and thus unite them with the Father in the
love of the Holy Ghost.


